The Polar World

The Unique Vision of Sir Wally Herbert

Foreword by H.R.H. Prince Charles

‘Profoundly evocative… a uniquely insightful book.’ 

H.R.H. Prince Charles


(Release of Limited Editions: 30 June 2007, Leather hand-bound RRP £450, Cloth £195) 

RELEASE OF HARDBACK EDITION: 1 OCTOBER 2007, £35

This stunning book captures the spirit of the Polar World, as never seen before – through the eyes of a man who is the bridge between the heroic age of exploration and modern adventure; a visionary who has walked in the footsteps of all the greatest explorers, and learned the art of survival from the Inuit themselves. 
This superb collection of Sir Wally’s paintings, together with personal anecdotes of his experiences in the Polar World and his connection with the polar pioneers of the past, as well as his descriptions of the inspiration behind his paintings, makes this, his last book, outstandingly valuable as a vital contribution to polar literature, and as a unique collectors item.
Sir Wally Herbert, who passed away on 12th June 2007 just days after seeing the first copies of the book, was a polar explorer of international distinction - 'the greatest explorer of our time' according to Sir Ranulph Fiennes; a 'phenomenon' according to Lord Shackleton, and a man whose 'determination and courage', according to His Royal Highness, Prince Charles, 'are of such heroic proportions that his country should mark his achievements eventually by having him stuffed and put on display!'

Sir Wally, who was Knighted on the last day of the old Millennium as one of the ‘icons’ of the 20th Century, was not only a polar hero, but is also a prize-winning author with nine books to his credit, and a gifted artist who had one-man shows in London, Sydney and New York, and whose original artworks are owned by Royals, collectors and investors from all over the world. He was the only artist who ever painted the Polar World in all four seasons of the year and, even more remarkably, did so from the unique perspective of the pioneer.

The Polar World is not only an extraordinary celebration of polar life and landscape rarely visited by man, but it is also a journey into the very heart of the last of the great polar pioneers. This is a truly important book that will give its readers an unparalleled insight into the experience of the polar wilderness.                     

 PTO For excerpt

Excerpt from The Polar World by Sir Wally Herbert

A blue grey fog was tumbling softly around a dead campfire when I awoke, cold and stiff, on the morning of l8th June, l960, rolled out of my depression in the spongy tundra, launched the canoe, and resumed my journey along the fjord.  In the past three days I had paddled eighty miles through breaking seas along a coastline aproned in scree and scarred by rushing melt streams; under towering, fluted cliffs and through ice-choked waters fronting the Van Post and Tuna glaciers.

It was a race against time, an exhausting, lonely and hazardous trip, and by the evening of that final day, dead-tired and frozen through to the core, I had been relieved to come upon a cluster of derelict shacks and mine workings, two miles across the fjord from the main town of Longyearbyen.  Moskushamn (so I had been told) had long been derelict and deserted, and so I had elected to doss-down in a sheltered nook and paddle the final two miles of my journey after I had rested.  But no sooner had I landed when a wiry, strained-faced man appeared striding down to the water's edge.  He greeted me in Norwegian "English", helped me to lift the canoe up the beach, and then invited me to follow him 'up the hill' to his place.

We picked our way through the debris of broken-down buildings, rusted engines, and abandoned mine workings towards a warped three-storied warehouse.  Most of its windows were shuttered and the groaning door flapped gently on its hinges.  Inside the warehouse it was dark.  Pit props supported a sagging ceiling.  The whole building seemed to be listing, and the rotting staircase creaked as we climbed to the attic.  My host informed me that he was the only inhabitant of Moskushamn - a recluse (he admitted) who had spent several years on the North Coast of Spitsbergen hunting polar bear.  He was at that time gathering stores and equipment for another winter, and that squalid attic was his temporary retreat until autumn, when he would travel by sealing vessel up the coast, occupy his tiny hut, and wait for the bear to come.  He was a man with a stare in his eyes: a man who wintered alone by choice  - a nocturnal man who awoke at sundown and prowled around in polar darkness.

Several hours passed before I felt at ease in his company, for he was surprisingly intense.  We came from different worlds, he and I, and yet we talked away the hours of sleep while the wind moaned past the windows.  We talked about his life as a hunter.  We talked about polar bear, and about the Arctic Ocean and its currents that had carried driftwood from Siberia to the rocky coast outside of the cabin - and by the time the mining town, two miles away was awaking to another day, Hilmer Noice had sown in my mind the seed of a truly great idea - I would make a journey across the North Pole following the drift of ice, which Nansen had attempted to do in his ship the Fram, from Alaska to Spitsbergen.

Background on Sir Wally Herbert

Captain Scott may be our most famous polar explorer, but one of Britain’s most accomplished explorers, Sir Wally Herbert, had to wait until very recently to be publicly elevated to his rightful position as a national icon.  

The historic, but fundamentally flawed, claims of US explorers Frederick Cook (1908),and Robert Peary (1909) to have attained the North Pole are now publicly discounted by almost all explorers and historians including Sir Ranulph Fiennes, Robin Hanbury-Tenison, Pen Hadow, and not least Herbert himself.  Herbert’s seminal analysis of Peary’s claim, published in ‘The Noose of Laurels’ (1989), put Peary’s claim onto the thinnest of ice.  The de facto result is that British explorer Wally Herbert was the only one now known – beyond reasonable doubt - to have made the first contiguous surface journey to the North Pole.

Controversy has raged since 1909 over who was first to the North Pole.  The falsity of Frederick Cook’s 1908 claim followed within a year of his return.  Robert Peary’s 1909 claim went largely unchallenged for decades, but more recent detailed analysis of his navigational methods and field records revealed at best these are incapable of proving his claim (ultimately the responsibility of any explorer) which included regular daily mileages of over 50 miles, something that has never been achieved before or since, with either dogs or skidoos.

It was also rumoured by some in Resolute Bay, the settlement from where Ralph Plaisted set off for the Pole in 1968, again taking the dramatically shorter route from Canada, that he had had to have his snow-mobiling team lifted by aircraft across the roughest sea ice, which if the case would compromise his claim too.  Noteworthy is that Herbert has never seen fit to lay claim to the Pole for he always regarded his Arctic Ocean crossing as his magnum opus. 

Never satisfied from the outset with merely attaining the North Pole, Herbert’s four-man team immediately continued their journey south from the Pole to complete the first ever crossing of the entire Arctic Ocean, and by its longest possible route. It was a 16-month, 3,620 mile dog-sledding epic endeavour which has never been repeated.

Ice-core work undertaken en route now provides the benchmark data for many of today’s scientific predictions about the status of the melting North Pole ice cap.  These predictions have major consequences for global issues including climate change, accessibility of oil and natural gas reserves and the survival of the unique polar ocean ecosystem.

Herbert’s credentials as a bona fide polar explorer are supported by the fact that no one alive today has made a greater contribution to the surveying and mapping of Antarctica. He has surveyed, travelling with dog-teams, and personally prepared the first detailed maps of the Graham Land plateau region and the coastal area (10,000 sq miles); the Nimrod Glacier region of the Trans-Antarctic Range (10,000 sq miles); and the Queen Maud Range and Beardmore Glacier region of the Trans-Antarctic Range (25,000 sq miles). In the Arctic region again, few have contributed more to our understanding of the native Inuit of North-West Greenland.

Sir Wally had a mountain range and a plateau named after him in the Antarctic, and the most northerly mountain in Svalbard named after him in the high Arctic.  He was also a prize-winning author with nine books to his credit, and a gifted artist who has had one-man shows in London, Sydney and New York. He was awarded the Polar Medal for his Antarctic Research (1960-62) and another Polar Medal for his crossing of the Arctic Ocean (1968-69); and Gold Medals by the Royal Geographical Society and Royal Scottish Geographical Society, as well as the Explorers Medal by the Explorers Club (New York).  

Wally Herbert was made a Knight Batchelor by HM The Queen on the last day of the old millennium, as one of the British ‘icons’ of the 20th century.

PRESS INFORMATION

Exclusive syndication of the book is currently available. Interviews with Sir Wally’s daughter, the editor of the book can be booked either by email at kari@kariherbert.com (telephone 07973 642 718) or through her agent Lesley Thorne at Gillon Aitken Associates:

Lesley Thorne

Aitken Alexander Associates Ltd
18-21 Cavaye Place
London SW10 9PT

Tel: 020 7373 8672 Fax: 020 73736002
www.aitkenalexander.co.uk
Feature Ideas:

· A year after the enormously successful Gala Testimonial held in honour of Sir Wally’s lifetime contribution to polar exploration, a book is released that shows a very different side to the macho image of the polar explorer. Sir Wally was not only a ‘visionary’ and an ‘icon’ in the world of exploration – but was also a self-taught fine artist, whose work is in the collections of private investors and Royals throughout the world. 

· Sir Wally was unique in his approach to exploration in that he believed that the only way to live in the wilderness is to work with Nature, not against her: a particularly valuable and pertinent lesson in this time of climate change. His contribution through his expeditions to science has been invaluable in providing a bench-mark against which the effects of polar melt caused by global warming can be measured.

· Kari Herbert, the daughter of Sir Wally, and author in her own right (her first book The Explorer’s Daughter published by Penguin was chosen as Book of the Week by BBC Radio 4 and received critical acclaim), found herself having to the transition into becoming editor, publisher and publicist in order to get her father’s life work in paintings and stories into print. This is a poignant story of a daughter determined to get her father’s extraordinary collection of paintings and stories into print against all odds (and publisher’s refusal to take on a project that would be so ‘expensive’ to produce) – a most timely project, with her father passing away unexpectedly just days after seeing the first copies off the printer’s press.
· An exhibition of Sir Wally’s paintings will be touring the UK from the 1st October.
Further Information:

· Review copies of The Polar World available (from mid-June) – however there are only a limited number available. To request a copy please contact kari@kariherbert.com with details of publication.

· Images from Sir Wally Herbert’s expeditions in the Arctic and Antarctic are available as high-resolution files from Kari Herbert: kari@kariherbert.com as are high resolution files of his paintings. 
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